"B"                                                    INDIAN
usual at that sort of gathering, there were very few
who were worth noticing. The best-looking woman
was probably young Mrs. L------, who wore some
sort of Turkish dress. She was only married about
six months ago, and has been out here for only four
months. She does not seem to be very popular with
the ladies here. Perhaps because of her rather
gauche schoolgirlish manners she assumes she may
be permitted to know Mrs. X------one day and cut
her the next if she thinks that she happens to be
with someone a little more important or amusing;
and it puts people's backs up. She behaves in this
way because she has a wholly wrong idea of the
value of regular features and a good complexion
or of their uses, or, since she has brought them to
India, of their preservation.
But  perhaps   the  ladies   of C------  dislike  her
because all the men cluster round her the moment
she appears. Anyway, she seemed to be enjoying
herself last night. Most people did, for that matter.
Mr. M------, back from leave, was in great form.
I heard some of his heavily sarcastic remarks uttered
slowly, always during pauses in the general buzz of
conversation. His face was glued for the evening
into a rather sneering smile, which I feel sure means
that he is really enjoying himself, seeing the world
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